
Bournemouth’s Director of 
Tourism, Mark Smith, insists that 
the multi-million pound surf reef 
has been nothing but positive for 
the people of Boscombe.

Following the closure of the 

UHHI��EDHG�ORFDOV�FRQWLQXH�WR�
question the £3million investment 
and its impact on the area. “The 
surf reef was a big development 
and its success can be measured by 
the reaction of the public,” Smith 
suggested, alluding to the uproar 
such an investment has created.

“People new to the town don’t 
understand what Boscombe once 
was. It degenerated over 50 years 
and had large derelict parts with 

redundant buildings, travellers  
and squatters.

“It was the least desirable 
coastline in Dorset, if not the 
whole South Coast. Ten years 
ago, Boscombe had nothing but a 
negative image and failed ideas 
meant that nothing was ever going 
to be done.”

First of its kind in the Northern 
hemisphere and one of just four 
DUWLÀFLDO�UHHIV�ZRUOGZLGH��6PLWK�

lauds the development.
“The reef pushed boundaries, and 

it was an idea never done before, it 
was a new initiative.
´7KHUH�ZDV�VXFLHQW�HQWKXVLDVP�

for private developers to invest, and 
with Barratts Housing investing in 
the scheme, the area has seen total 
redevelopment as a result.

“It’s a unique scheme with the 
reef at the very heart of it. The 
performance of the reef admittedly 

hasn’t operated at the levels I would 
have liked. The waves aren’t as 
high as we’d like and our initial 
aspirations haven’t been met.

“But there are bigger waves than 
EHIRUH��DQG�WKH�VXUÀQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�
are there. And if anyone doesn’t 
agree, just ask the surfers who the 
RNLI have to keep clearing away 
from the reef.”

Protestors from around the 
country are campaigning for 
tabloid newspapers to ban the 
topless page three ‘tradition’.

A new campaign, called No 
More Page 3, is now urging 
protestors to demonstrate their 
objections all over the country. 
Protests in London, Nottingham, 
Birmingham and Manchester have 
already been arranged.

Launched in August, No 
More Page 3 have organised 
weekly protests outside the Sun’s 
Headquarters in London, under 
the slogan ‘News not boobs’.

“Most of us can name three 
JODPRXU�PRGHOV��EXW�ÀQG�LW�
harder to name three female 
footballers,” says Lucy Ann 
Holmes, who began the No More 
Page 3 campaign in the summer. 
Holmes took action after reading a 
copy of the Sun in August, which 
celebrated the success of Olympic 
gold medallist, Jessica Ennis, but 
still the topless woman was the 
largest photograph in the paper.

Page three of the Sun has been 
reserved for a full sized image of 
a topless woman since 1970. Some 
of the models, such as Katie Price 
and Jodie Marsh, have become 
successful in their own right in 
RWKHU�ÀHOGV��LQFOXGLQJ�WHOHYLVLRQ��
music and fashion. Samantha 
Fox made her fame from the 
newspaper feature, appearing at 
the age of 16.   
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Page 3’s birthday booby ban 

Glamour model Nicola Rocco, aged 
25, from Bournemouth believes 
Page Three is harmless. She said: 
“I pose topless and have never 
IHOW�REMHFWLÀHG��,�WKLQN�WKH�SHWLWLRQ�
signatories should maybe put their 
energies into campaigning against 
stereotyping in the workplace or 
underage sex and pregnancy. In my 
opinion, those things are a bit more 
important than a girl topless on 
Page Three.”

Celebrities who back the campaign 
included Jennifer Saunders, Eliza 
Doolittle and Caitlin Moran, who 
tweeted: “Teenage tits aren’t news 
OR a feature.” Many MPs have also 
shown their support, but Deputy 
Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, has 
refused to join the protest, telling 
Radio 5 Live that to stop it would be 
“deeply illiberal”. 

As well as the full-page image in 
the newspaper, a ‘Page 360’ feature 
is available in the Sun’s iPad app. 
The application shows an enlarged 
image of the topless model. “She’ll 
pirouette to your command,” boasts 

the Sun’s adverts.
“I’m very concerned about the 

HͿHFWV�3DJH�7KUHH�KDV�RQ�\RXQJ�
people,” said Jo Cheetham, a PhD 
student and demonstrator outside 
News International. “We have to 
have free will, and I don’t want to 
suggest these women shouldn’t be 
having this career if they choose to 
do it, but I really object to it being 
normalised in a national newspaper; 
for these images to be legitimised by 
dissemination through a newspaper 
that so many people read.”

The protests are not just aimed at 
women. Men are also encouraged 
to join the campaign. Assad Jassen, 
who has chosen not to disclose his 
occupation, believes Page Three is 
‘degrading’ to women. “If you want 
WKDW�VRUW�RI�WKLQJ��\RX�FDQ�ÀQG�LW�
on the internet but when it’s in a 
national newspaper it’s upsetting. 
I don’t think it’s a selling point 
anymore either,” he said.

Rachael Reynolds, the president of 
the Feminist Society at Bournemouth 
University said: “BU Feminist 
Society fully support the campaign 
and everyone I have spoken to about 
it thinks that it’s a great idea.

“We are hoping to start some 
campaigning of our own in the 
immediate future, but for now, 
pretty much every member of BU 
FemSoc has signed the petition, 
and we fully encourage others  

to as well.”
Former President for 

Bournemouth University’s Feminist 
Society, Chloe Cook, attended the 
last protest.

“We all sung chants together 
and signed a huge birthday card to 
give to Dominic Mohan, The Sun’s 
editor. When the card was turned 
over, which was designed by the 
organisers, it revealed hundreds 
and hundreds of pictures of women 
from The Sun, and on the other side, 
men from the sports section. Big 
letters over the top of the card said 
¶6SRW�WKH�'LͿHUHQFH·�µ�VDLG�&KORH�

“Security guards were standing on 
the inside of the door so they stopped 
us going in to deliver it to Dominic 
Mohan, and so we didn’t push as we 
were protesting peacefully. 

“I went along because I am sick 
of the way women are portrayed 
in the tabloid press. It is simply 
wrong to put pornographic images 
in newspaper and page three is 
something that should have been 
stopped before it started. You 
wouldn’t be able to broadcast those 
images on television before the 
watershed, so why are they  
in publications with that have  
no age restrictions?

“Boobs aren’t news, and it 
tarnishes the British press to have 
objectifying images of women in 
newspapers,” said Chloe.

Hollie Borland
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Confusion has been caused over 
the accessibility of emergency 
contraception from pharmacies in 
Bournemouth. 

The NHS Service Directories 
website states that Bournemouth 
Boots Chemist gives young 
women under the age of 18 the 
morning after pill for free, or 
aged 19-24 providing they take a 
FKODP\GLD�WHVW�ÀUVW��+RZHYHU�WKH�
SKDUPDF\�LQ�VWRUH�VD\V�GLͿHUHQW��
and some have found that this is 
not always the case.

The morning after pill is 
available to women within 72 
hours of having unprotected sex to 
prevent them becoming pregnant. 

One women, aged 20, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, was 
left confused after she bought the 
morning after pill, Levonelle, from 
the Commercial Road Boots back 
in September. 

She said: “It was the last day 
I could take it and I had looked 
online to see who prescribed  
it freely.” 

The girl, who now lives in 
Southampton, was living in 
Bournemouth at the time.

“I went in and asked for it, and the 
pharmacist on-duty went to get it 
and said it would be £26.” 

She explained that it was 
embarrassing having to ask for the 
pill, particularly with people around. 
The information she had read online 
about the Boots services indicated 
that it should have been free.

“I think it should be made a lot 
clearer about who exactly is entitled 
to free emergency contraception and 
where. Someone could have been in 
my situation but with no money, and 
then what would they have done?”

Most leading chemists throughout 
WKH�8.�RͿHU�WKH�PRUQLQJ�DIWHU�SLOO�IUHH�
to women, depending on their age.

Carl, a dispenser at Commercial 
Road Boots said:  “There are lots 
RI�GLͿHUHQW�UXOHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKLV��,W�
depends whether the pharmacist has 
KDG�WUDLQLQJ�RU�QRW�WR�RͿHU�WKH�IUHH�
contraceptive pill.”

He explained it usually takes a 15-
20 minute consultation, whereby the 
woman is asked to take the pill there 
and then. 

“If the pharmacist has done the 
training, and been signed up, then 
they can do it for any age, but that is 
a course they have to apply for.

“It depends on the pharmacist on 
the day. Most of our pharmacists in 
this store have had training so they 
can prescribe to women of all ages.”

If a trained pharmacist is not 

working that day, they charge 
around £30 to buy the morning after 
pill over the counter.

Another spokesperson for 
Commercial Road Boots Pharmacy 
Department was asked to comment 
on whether they had an accredited 
pharmacist on duty seven days a 
week. They refused to comment 
and said they could not answer 
any questions “because Boots is 
a company,” and suggested the 
questions were referred to Boots 
+HDG�2FH�

Janet an employee for Boots 
General Enquiries was unaware that 
Boots stores provided a service at all 
and said: “I didn’t know we did a 
free service. I thought they  
all charged.” 

Lloyds Pharmacy also has a 
similar procedure for handing out 
the free emergency contraception.

Alex Leong of Wimborne Road 
/OR\GV�3KDUPDF\�VDLG��´ZH�GR�RͿHU�
free emergency contraceptives and 
we have a pharmacy manager who 
is accredited to do that but she 
only works Monday to Friday and 
not weekends,

“She is the only one who can 
issue emergency contraceptives 
for free but they have to be over 
16 but if someone wants to come 
LQ�DQG�EX\�LW�DQG�LW·V�D�GLͿHUHQW�
pharmacist, they can  
buy the pill.” This makes the 

chances of obtaining a morning 
after pill for free quite uncertain, 
particularly on the weekends and 
during busy periods even though 
the NHS Service Directories website 
VD\V�GLͿHUHQWO\�

People in need of free emergency 
contraception are advised to 
ring their local chemist to clarify 
whether they will need to pay or 
not, to avoid any confusion or any 
added complications.

Confusion causes thrills, pills and headaches
Sammy Jenkins
CHIEF REPORTER

3URWHVWV�DUH�KHOG�ZHHNO\�RXWVLGH�7KH�6XQ·V�KHDGTXDUWHUV�RACHEL NYE

0DQ\�ZRPHQ�DUH�FRQIXVHG�DERXW�WKH�SLOO·V�FRVW�FRANCES COMUNCIOPTION
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